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Hope, Help and Healing





Counseling Agreement
Thank you for your interest in counseling at Hope Christian Counseling .  We look forward to the opportunity to serve you.  In order to be as clear as possible about the counseling you will be receiving, please read through the following agreement, sign and date it at the bottom, and return it to the counselor before your first appointment.
( Description of Counseling
Your counseling will be Biblical (Christian) counseling.  This does not mean that you have to be a Christian to receive counsel, but your counselor will be using principles that come from the Bible.  Your counselor is trained in both Scripture and counseling.  However, counselors at Hope Christian Counseling are not licensed psychologists. Initial _______
( Fees
· The per-hour fee for counseling is $ 75$ - 90$.  A typical session will be 50 minutes.  (First session will be 1 ½ minutes) Initial ____ (Fellowship funds available for low income)
· Payment is required after each session. (Payment plan may be arranged for low income, if qualified)
· I agree to read given material (s) and complete all assignments during my session (s) and understand that failing to complete an assignment may result to cancellation of counseling. INITIAL ________

(  Confidentiality

Hope Christian Counseling is very sensitive to the issue of confidentiality.  The Bible repeatedly warns against gossip and indicates that trustworthy persons keep a secret.  To release information without your consent would violate both commonly accepted codes of counseling ethics and Biblical standards.  From time to time, your counselor may consult with another counselor in order to gain additional perspective regarding your case, but the identity of the counselee is not revealed at any time.  Beyond this, your counselor is ethically and legally bound to keep confidential whatever is discussed during sessions.  There are three situations, however, where it may be necessary to share certain information with others: when there is clear indication that someone may be harmed, when a child is being sexually or physically victimized, or when a person, who is a member of an “involved” church, persistently refuses to renounce a particular sin and it becomes necessary to seek the assistance of others in that church to encourage change (cf. Matthew 18:5-20). INITIAL_____
( Missed Appointments
Since our fee structure is relatively low, please do everything possible to avoid cancellations.  If a session is missed without prior notice of cancellation, there will be a charge of $40. INITIAL______
(  Help between Sessions
In emergencies, we cannot guarantee that you will quickly reach your counselor.  You can, however, leave a message for your counselor on his voice mail.

(  Resolving Disputes
If you have any dispute with, or claim against your counselor, you agree to participate in a process of conciliation which involves a commitment to 1) meet with the counselor or Pastor of desired church; 2) seek to settle it by mediation; and, if necessary, 3) settle it by legally binding arbitration.  Each of these steps shall be carried out in accordance with the rules and guidelines of the Institute for Christian Conciliation. Initial _____
If these guidelines are acceptable to you, please sign below:

Signature









Date
Hope Christian Counseling  - 905-621-6560    email: contact@echristiancounseling.org
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